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Moslems of the U.S.S.R. are playing a considerable part in the
defence of the Soviet Union. Men from Azerbaijan, Turkmenia,
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kirghizia, Tataria, Bashkiria, Daghestan,
and other Soviet Republics in the east are to be found on all
sectors of the front. . . .
Under Article 123 of the Constitution of the U.S.S.R., all
national inequality and disabilities have been abolished by law.
All the languages of the peoples of the Union enjoy equal status.
In the national Republics, the official languages are Russian
and the language of the people who form the bulk of the in-
habitants. . . .
In Tsarist Russia national minorities were not allowed to
receive tuition in their own language. Even in schools and
higher educational establishments where the language taught
was Russian, Moslems were accepted only in limited numbers. . . .
The cultural life of the Moslem peoples of the U.S.S.R. has
developed at an unprecedented pace. . . . The languages of the
Moslem peoples and their old literature are being revived.
Classical works of Russian, Ukrainian, and foreign literature are
being translated into the languages of the Turko-Tatar people.. . .
The number of illiterates in the Moslem Republics is con-
tinually decreasing. In 1926 the percentage of literates among
the people of the Turkmen Republic was 16*5 among men and
7*7 among women. In 1936 the figures were 73*3 for men and
60*6 for women. According to the 1939 census, in the Azer-
baijan Republic there were 25,000 persons with higher education
out of a total population of 3,200,000; in the Turkmen Republic,
4000 persons out of a total of 1,254,000; in the Kazakh Republic
about 28,000 out of a total of 6,100,000. Many new higher
educational establishments have been opened in these Moslem
regions. . . .                                         Soviet War News, 1942.
Citizens of the U.S.S.R. have the right to material security
in old age as well as in the event of sickness and loss of capacity
to work.
This right is ensured by the wide development of social insur-
ance of workers and employees at the expense of the State,
free medical aid, and the provision of a wide network of health
resorts for the use of the toilers.
Article 120 of the Soviet Constitution.